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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

SUBJECT: Discus sinn with LCdr. J. Madden relative to 

ONI Contract with American Geographical Society 


Background: 

1 , had given me a brochure from the American Geographical 

Society which stated that it was issuing a series of geographical handbooks on 
countries of the world, the one at point being Finland. It was further stated 
that this project was supported by the Office of Naval Research, and that the 
handbooks would sell for approximately $9- Q0< e^ch, The outline of these 
handbooks indicated close similarity with that of the NIS in the sense of 
covering substantially the samejo^s except for the Armed Forces. There 
was also included an appendixt^snSaalList of geographic names. Upon receiving 
tfri y jnin rmttton I, /galled, Styles to inform him of the project and my views 

that in general it seemed to be parallel to the NIS., , I requested^at h« lo° k 
iat? $te matter and infer me wrhatthe basis for ONI \a contract in this field 
might be r. : • > .•■•>• , r f , 1 •’ >i . f V ' 1 ;■ J E;’-' 

Discussion with LCdr. l C ; 

, v A LCdr. Madden indicate* in jcdis<^f§|pn.fb*t be fc*d lohkfd into 
matter with Dr, J,pui* Qua^and others in,0IiR. Forpm his telephone con- 
versation with these individuals he learned that the project was initiated by 
the Office pf N*val JLefjMkfch to support broad basic research in the geo- 
graphic field* .without any particular, objective t i* haiad other than this broad 

One. I ■ ■ j J t, f < ■ , I ' , f ' ’ *■ 

, 3. 1 pointed out taLCdr. Madden my concern with, such type* of govern- 
mental supported research* ih particplajr where ^duplicated in large measure 
that already undertaken by existing programs. It appeared to me that once 
these publications were out in any numbers, because of their readability 
(as noted in the brochure), they might well be used by a large number of 
government people as a quick reference instead of referring to the NIS- 
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Army and ONI review(s) 
completed. 
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Thee# latter, becauseof their bulb Off r re strained language, aw not »o ea#y. ; 
to read and might not appeal to the reader seeking 4 general impress iot of ... 

an area. The real danger, however, lies in the existence of two parallel 
programs, one officially directed and the other generated from basic research 
wbK& may weU bay* , diff e rent- statistic s and factual basfs. Users would then 
be in a dilemma over which data to use. v ... 

4.. Somewhat in rebuttal IX dr. Madden eaid that QNR pointed out the 
existence of another program supported by the Office of the Chief, Psycho- 
logical Warfare, U.S. Army, with the Human Relations Area Files of New 
Haven. In substance I replied that that matter was currently under inventi- 
gation and it appeared that it would not satisfy the requirement as well as 
would the NIS, and consequently the contract 1 *^ not be renewed at the end 
of the year. IXdr. Madden indicated he would convey my thoughts to Capt. 
Styles and. suggested that it would be well to have the whole matter aired 
at an, NIS Committee, meeting. , c 
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